
William the 
Conqueror

and

The Battle of Hastings
in 1066



The Battle of Hastings is one of 
the most famous ever fought.

• Why did it happen?

• Who took part?

• Why is it important?

Let’s have a look at some people involved.



Edward the Confessor

• Edward was King of England.  He 
had no children (heirs) to become 
king after him.

• When he died in 1066 there were 
four people who all thought that 
they should be the new king.



1 Edgar the Atheling

• He was Edward’s nephew and his nearest 
relative.

• He was often ill and only fourteen, 
which wasn’t a good age to be a king.  
Why do you think that could be?

Talk to a grown up. Do you think he would 
be a good king?



2 Harold Godwinson

• He was born in England and the people 
liked him.

• The King’s Council chose him to be the 
new king, but he didn’t have royal blood.

• He had won lots of battles for King 
Edward.

Talk to a grown up. Do you think he would 
be a good king?



3 William, Duke of 
Normandy

• William was a distant cousin of Edward the 
Confessor, but lived in France.

• He said that Edward had made a special 
promise, on the bones of some saints, that 
he could be king.

• He was a very good ruler in Normandy and 
thought he could do the same for England.

Do you think William would be a good king? 



4 Harald Hardrada
• He was King of Norway and the people in 

England were scared of him because he was a 
fierce and cruel fighter.

• He wanted to be King of England as well 
because he wanted more money, land and 
power.

Would he be a good king?  Why do you think 
that?



The Battle of Stamford Bridge

• Harold Godwinson became king straight 
after Edward died.

• Harald Hardrada came to England from 
Norway (invaded) and started to take 
over some cities.  He planned to march 
to London and become king.

• There was a fierce battle and he was 
killed by Harold Godwinson.



A Very Long Walk

• Harold did not have time to celebrate 
winning the Battle of Stamford Bridge 
as he heard that William was sailing 
over from Normandy to invade England 
and become king.

• Harold’s army were very tired after the 
battle but had to march 50 miles a day 
to meet William’s army.



The Battle Of Hastings
• The battle began at about 9 o’clock and 

lasted most of the day.

• King Harold and his English army sat at 
the top of Senlac Hill and threw axes 
down at Duke William’s soldiers.  They 
had heavy chain mail armour on and 
found it hard to climb the hill.



Which army was stronger?

• King Harold’s English army was larger.  He had 
his friends and his own bodyguards. He also 
had some professional soldiers and some 
farmers armed with pitch forks and sling 
shots.                                 

• Duke William had professional soldiers who 
were better trained.  They wore armour and 
rode horses. 

Which army do you think had the best chance 
of winning?  Why do you think that?



What happened in the battle?

• For six hours it looked like the English 
were going to win.  The Normans kept 
attacking, but were forced back down 
the hill.

• Then Harold’s army made a big mistake.  
They thought William’s men were 
running away and followed them down 
the hill.  They weren’t, it was a trick and 
they turned round and attacked them.   



Harold is killed

• William brought in his archers and some 
people say that Harold got an arrow in 
his eye, though we can’t know this for 
sure.

• Because Harold died and William won he 
became the new king and was known as 
William the Conqueror.   



The Bayeux Tapestry
• The Bayeux Tapestry is a famous embroidery 

that tells the story of Duke William and the 
Normans invasion of England.

• It was ordered to be made by William’s 
brother Bishop Odo, to celebrate their 
victory.  It is kept at Bayeux in France.

• The tapestry is about 50 centimetres 
tall and 70 metres long. That’s about the 
length of 3 swimming pools! 



Making England Safe

• William knew that England needed to be 
kept safe, as many people were not 
happy to see him as the new king.

• He began to build strong castles to help 
defend the country against invaders, 
and rich people, who had their own 
soldiers and might want to make 
someone else king instead of him.



Why is The Battle of Hastings 
Important?

• Even though it was nearly one thousand years 
ago, England has not been conquered since 
then.

• All the kings and queens of England since have 
been descended from William the Conqueror.

Can you think of any other reasons?


