
Which parts of a castle do you know?



Moat

The waste 
from our 
bathrooms was 
thrown into 
the moat.



Moat
The moat of a castle is a large ditch, filled with water to 

keep the enemy at a distance.



drawbridge



Drawbridge
The drawbridge was often made of wood and would swing 
up and down like a see-saw to let people in or out of the 

castle entrance.



Curtain wall

The curtain wall was simply a set of walls that surrounded and protected the inside 

of the castle. Walls were often connected by a series of towers or mural towers to 

add strength and provide for better defence of the ground outside the castle.



Gatehouse

Portcullis



Gatehouse and Portcullis
The gatehouse guarded the entrance of the castle or its 
town. The portcullis inside the gatehouse was extremely 
heavy and was used to seal off the entrance. Behind the 
portcullis would usually be a thick, heavy wooden door. 



Towers



Tower

• Castle towers were tall, round or square structures 
that were built into the length or corners of the 
castle walls. They were usually higher than the walls. 
Rounded towers projecting out from the wall or at a 
corner gave a better view to the defenders. 



Battlements

The Battlements provided defenders with a solid defence to hide behind when 

they were not launching arrows from the gaps in between the 

stone battlements.



Arrow slits



Arrow Slits

Arrow slits were narrow gaps in the wall. They were used 
to fire arrows at anyone attacking the castle. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Arrow_slat_corfe_castle.jpg


Keep

(biggest tower)



The Keep
The castle’s keep is easy to find. The largest building 
standing in the heart of the castle. It was built higher 

than the rest of the castle so people inside could see out.

Often the keep would be whitened with lime to dazzle the 
eyes of attackers.



Walkway



Thick walls
Castles had thick, stone walls. Why do you think this was?

The walls would have parapets on top, where the defending 
soldiers would patrol.


